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Then ſhall we bnow, if we follow on to know the 
Lord : his going forth is prepared as the Morning: 
amd he ſhall come unto us os the Rain; as the latter 
end former rain unto the Earth. Hoſea vi. 3. 

Bleſſed cre they which do hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs : for they fall be filled. Match. v. 6. 
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T TH KL 


FROM A 
Private Perſon, &c. 


S1R, 


J 0 OU have often charged me with being 
a Methodiſt; I then not having an Op- 
portunity to give you an Anſwer, was al- 

moſt ſilent about it. But I have ſince found my- 

ſelf conſtrained to let you know my Mind con- 
cerning it, which is as follovs : 

The laſt Time you ſpoke with me, you told 
me, That you heard fay I was a mighty Man at 
the Foundery, and that I belonged to the Bands, 
I then told you, that I did not ; but yet that I 
did go to hear Preaching there, of which I was 
not aſhamed. You aſked me, and could I bare 
to hear them? And ſaid you wondered and were 
aſtoniſhed that any Man of common Senſe could 
bear it, much more a religious Man and a Pro- 
feſſor: For they preached up Free-will, and ge- 
neral Redemption; and denied the glorious Doc- 
trine of Election and Reprobation; and there is 
a Mixture of Quietiſm, and ſuch ſtrange con- 
fuſed Stuff; and then Perſons fall into Fits, and 


cry out; and then they have all Joy and Heaven 
in their Hearts, ahd neglect their Buſineſs. You 
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added, that you wnderſtand the eſiys have each 
four or five hundred Pounds per Arnum collected 
ior them. | 

In Anſwer to this I ſhall now give you my 
Opinion, ſo far as I know or really believe. 

1. I confeſs that I do go often to hear them, 
and 2m willing to go more frequently than I do : 
For I find their Doctrine more directly adapted 
to my preſent Wants, than any I can hear in 
Town beſides. For notwithſtanding I have been 
a Profeſſor many Years, yet I find J am far ſhort 
of poſſeſſing that glorious Goſpel-reſt that Chriſt 
hath promiſed to all that truly feck ; for I am 
now groaning under the Bondage of Corruption, 
and crying out, O wretched Man that I am! 
which Condition I find to be miſerable, and a 
State not to be reſted in; and I truſt I ſhall not 
reſt until I am delivered from it, and brought 
into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God: 
For the Word of God and thefe Miniſters tell 
me, there is Deliverance to be had; but you 
plainly tell me, that whatever any one may pre- 
tend, we ſhall neyer get rid of Heart-fin while 
ve live, ſuch as Pride, and Paſſion, and Worldly- 
mindedneſs, and Heart-riſing againſt God; but 
that at Times it will be cauſing the Saints to go 
mourning all their Days, 

2. As to their Preaching natural Free-will, they 
do not. I have often heard them on that Point ; 
but never, in my Opinion, heard any Perſons 
more clear concerning it, according to Scripture. 
This Mittake you retain for want of hearing 
them, and judging tor yourſelf. 

2. As to the Doctrine of Election, they do 
hold it, though it may not be exactly in the ſame 
Way that you may. But I myſelf do we be- 
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lieve it was ever the Deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that this Doctrine ſhould ever be preached to un- 
convinced Sinners. For unleſs the Heart be well 
ſeaſoned with Grace, Perſons will be very natu- 
rally diſpoſed from this Doctrine, to patch up to 
themſelves a falſe Peace; tho? at the ſame Time 
void of the Life of God in their Souls. There- 
fore let Believers glory in that Doctrine as much 

as may be; I mean ſuch Believers as have re- 
ceived a Senſe of Forgiveneſs, as feel that they 
are ſealed with the Spirit of Promiſe, a ſure and 
certain Earneſt of their heavenly Inheritance ; 
and ſo find that they are elected, through Sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth. 
For I know not what Buſineſs any others have 
with it, left they ſhould content themſelves with 
barely believing a Set of Principles, with being 
found in the Faith, and what they call Or- 
thodox ; (a fine eaſy Way of going to Heaven) 
but if ſuch have not a Care, they may drop into 
Hell after all, for want of fanctihed Hearts. 

4. As to Chriſt's dying for all, I need not ſay 
much about that, becauſe the Word of God is 
ſo full of it: So I chuſe to leave that with you, 
to get clear of it how you can, for I can't. 

5. You charge them with Quietiſm : This 
you would not do was you to hear them, for I 
have often beard them treat on that Subject, but 
never heard them proteſt againſt any one Thing. 
fo much as againſt that; but you told me ſome 
Time ago, that the Devil employ'd himſelf to 
earry about Lies: Indeed I believe it: So I hope 
we are agreed, at leaſt, in this Point. 

6. As to Perſons crying out or being in Fits, I 
thall not pretend to account exactly for that, but 

only would make this Obſervation upon it: 
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It is well known, that moſt of them that 


have been ſo exoreiſed, were before Perſons of 
no Religion at all; but they have ſince received 


a Senſe of Pardon, and have Peace and Joy in 


believing, and now are more holy and happy 


than ever they were before. And if this be fo, 


= Matter what Remarks are made on their 
Its. 

7. But then you ſay they neglect their Buſineſs, 
This Charge ſeems to proceed meerly from Sur- 
miſe, on Account of their going to hear ſo often: 
Whereas, it is evidently known, many Families 
that uſed to be ſotting and quarrelling at Ale- 
Houſes in the Evenings, ſo as often to make 
themſelves unfit for Work in the Morning, where- 
by they lived miſerable : Now after Wark, da 
ſtead oi ſpending Part of their Days Earnings at 
the Ale-Flouſe, do hear the Preaching ; and here- 
by their Hearts are made ſo glad, that they can 
riſe at five to hear the Word, and go chearfully to 
work at fix, and are better Huſbands on all Ac- 


counts, and more happy than ever. 


8. And then they have all Joy and Heaven 
in their Hearts.“ I began to think ſtrange at 
t1is, to hear you make ſo light, and banter about 
Heaven being in the Hearts of Perſons ; becauſe, 
if we do not feel Joy, and Heaven, and Love to 
God ſhed abroad in our Hearts while here, I 
can't tell how we ſhall be meet for the eternal 
Enjoyment of him in Glory. 

You likewiſe fay you have heard that 
the have each 4 or 500 J. a Year collected for 
them; but ſuch a mighty Man as you ſay I am 
there, I never yet could learn or underſtand that 
5oo Pence was ever collected for their own pri- 
vate Uſe ; But this I have often been mw 
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of; and it may be eaſily proved, that each of 
them loſe many Pounds a Year, on Account of 
their not reſiding at the Col'eges to which they 
belong, but preaching the Goſpel to the Poor 
about 16 Times a Week each: This I believe to 
be true ; but as to the other, I really believe to 
be a palpable Lie, (not that I charge you with it) 
and handed about by Means of the Father of Lies. 

You might ſee ſomething like this many Years 
ago; when the Baptiſts and other Diſſenters were 
more earneftly following of Chriſt than now, and 
had more of the Love of Chriſt in their Hearts ; 
and as a Conſequence thereof, found themſelves 
obliged to be ſeparate from the World; then 
the World could ſtigmatize them, and reproach 
them, and ſurmize ſtrange Things as privately 
done among them But a ſad Sign it is, we have 
loſt the Power of Godlineſs, that we can be in 
ſuch Friendſhip with the World. We conform 
to their Cuſtoms, and ſo retain their Eſteem by 
partaking of their Sins. Indeed it is impoſſible 
we ſhould be thus Hand in Hand with the 
World, and at the fame Time live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; for he that will live godly in Chriſt 
Feſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; and there is no 
doubt to be made, but that if the ſame Power 
of God was to attend the Preaching in our Meet- 
ing, as doth there, that we ſhould ſoon find the 
ſame Effect of Perſons crying out; for where 
the Goſpel is preached in Power, the Devil will 
rage in the Souls of the Diſobedient. But are 
not our Prophets propheſying ſmooth Things? 
Otherwiſe, how is it that People ſhall fit ſo un- 
diſturbed, and go away as they come, and con- 
itantly appear in all the Gaity and Pleaſure of i fe ? 
| O 
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found frequently gaming in public Houſes with 
the profane People of the World ? This will not 
do; this is not being in Chriſt a new Creature; 
this is not being a true Follower of the Lamb: 
Nay, how is ti, that if any Perſon is found earneſt- 


ly thirſting after it, and waiting to feel it in his 


Soul, he is thought to be going mad, or elſe cor- 
rupted with that abominable Doctrine of Per- 
fection? May the Lord take the Veil from off 
our Hearts, and let us ſee where about we are, 
and plant there a Spirit of Love, of Power, and 
a ſound Mind. 

My Friend, it is high Time to look out, 
and may the Lord give you a Spirit of diſcern- 
ing; for it is to be feared that Church-Mem- 
bers, in general, are fitting down in falſe Peace, 
and think they are rich and increaſed in 
Goods, and at the fame Time are blind and 
naked. I do not ſay they never will be faved : 
But are they ſaved now? Does the Spirit of God 


' witneſs with their Spirits, that they are the. 


Children of God? Do they find Peace and Joy 
in believing ? Do they feel the Love of Gol 
ſhed abroad in their Hearts? Unleſs they are now 
thus ſaved from the Guilt and Power of Sin, and 
ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, by Virtue of the 
Blood of Chriit, we have no Room to believe 
they will ever be finally ſaved, according to the 
Word of God. And I do not find, any where 
in the Word of God, that the fulfilling of the 
Promiſes of SanRification is limited to our dying 
Moments: Some of which Promiſes run thus: 
Then I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you, 


and ye ſhall be clean: From all you Filthineſs, 


and from all your Idols will I cleanſe you. A new 
Heart. 


(9) 
I put within you, and I will take away the ſtony 
Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give you an 
Heart of Fleſh, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. 

In Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed :' 
thou ſhalt be far from Oppreſſion, for thou ſhalt 
not fear; and from Terror, for it ſhall not come 
near thee. I/. liv. 14. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe 
Mind is ſtayed on thee : Becauſe Fe truſteth in 
thee. Ja. xxvi. 

And the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, that thou mayſt live. Deut. xxx. 6. 

To perform the Mercy promiſed to our Fa- 
thers, and to remember his holy Covenant. 

The Oath which he ſware to our Father 
Abraham, 

That he would grant unto us, that we being 
delivered out of the Hands of our Enemies, might 
ſerve him without Fear, 

In Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him, all 
the Days of our Life. Zuke i. 72, 73, 74, 75. 

Wherefore he is able alſo to ſave them to the 
uttermoſt that come unto God by him. FHeb.vii.25. 

The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanfeth us 
ſrom all Sin. 1 ohn i. 7. 

If we confeſs our hens, he is faithful and juſt 
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us. from all 
Unrighteouſneſs. Ver. 

Who gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar People zealous of good Works, 
Titus li. 14. 

And the very God of Peace ſanctify you whol- 
1 ; and I pray God your whole Spirit, and * 

an 
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and Body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the com- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Theſ. v. 23. 

For this is the Will of God, even your Sanc- 
tification. 1 Theſ. iv. 3. 

Let the ſame Mind be in you which was alſo 
in Chrift Jeſus. Phil. ii. 5. 

Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear 
of God. 2 Cor. vii. 1. | 

Now ſo many Perſons as have had any of theſe 
Scriptures fulfilled in their Souls, are perfect in 
a Scripture Senſe, and I do not know of any other 
Perfection: For only ſuch are reſtored to the 
Image of God, and created a-new in Chriſt. 
But if there be not any ſuch to be found, then 
whereabouts are we? 'The more the Pity. But 
how is this? Is it not too evident and plain? Our 
very Preachers have been explaining a Way, and 


ſtifling and ſmothering the Glory and Luſtre of 


theſe Promiſes, by making them bend to our poor 
low Experiences; and have taught us to be con- 
tented only with ſome weak Deſires for the Ful- 
filment of them; yet even thoſe Deſires, if they 
were of a right kind, would not be ſatisfied until 
the Soul was filled with God. For this only is to 
come at the Mark; this to receive the Prize; 
even Chriſt dwelling in our Hearts by his Spirit. 
Then ſurely it muſt appear very ſtrange, that Peo- 
ple profeſſing Chriſtianity ſhould yet be ſuch Stran- 
gers and Enemies to the very Thing which they 
profeſs, being felt in the Soul. ü 
Our Lord ſays, He that believeth in me, out of his 
Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. John vil. 
8. Now, dear Sir, how do we underſtand theſe 
Words ? What are we making of them, and how 
very little are they exemplified amongus ? For on ! 
where 


6415 
where are all the Rivers of living Water flowing 
in the Souls of them that profeſs to be Believers ? 
Can they rejoice in the Lord, and Joy in the God 
of their Salvation, although the Fig-tree ſhould 
not bloſſom, and there be no Fruit in the Vines? 

Do they rejoice with Joy unſpeakable, and full 
of Glory! 

Have they that Peace that paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding, and that Love that paſſeth Knowledge? 

Can they rejoice evermore, and pray without 
ceaſing, and in every Thing give Thanks. 1 The. 
V. 16. 

Theſe are ſome of the Rivers of living Water 
that flow in the Souls of them that truly believe 
in Chriſt. | 

Indeed there are many Ways of believing ; but 
the only Way of believing to the Salvation of 
the Soul is, when a Perſon after feeling the Wrath 
of God abiding on him, as in a baniſhed fallen 
Condition, is made aſſuredly to know from cer- 
tain Evidence, that God for Chriſt's Sake hath 
forgiven him. And he not only feels that he is 
ſaved from the Guilt of Sin, but believes that 
Chriſt will fave him from the Power alſo. And 
that Soul that feels the Burden of in-bred Sin, 
and firmly believes that Chriſt is both willing and 
able to ſave unto the uttermoſt ; and that he gave 
himſelf for us to redeem us from all Iniquity, and 
purify us unto himſelf: I ſay the Soul that is with 
earneſt Expectation waiting for this Bleſſing, hun- 
gering and thirſting after Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſurely be filled ; that Soul ſhall ſooner or later 
have Rivers of living Water that ſhall be in her 
a Well of Water ſpringing up into everlaſting 
Life. This is what I apprehend our Lord meant 
by believing in him, And all other Sorts of Faith 


will 


(12 ) 
will be but of little Uſe with reſpect to our Sal- 
vation. 

As far as I can learn from Scripture and Expe- 
rience, the Way the Lord deals with his Children 
is as follows: 

- Firſt, the Soul is awakened to a Senſe of Guilt 
and Miſery, made to cry, what ſhall I do to be 
ſaved? By this Spirit it begins to be circumciſed 
with the Circumciſion made without Hands, in 
putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh 
(that is, all outward Sin) by the Circumciſion” of 
Chriſt, being in ſome Degree buried with him 
in that ſpiritual Baptiſm. Hence it riſes with 
him through the Faith of the Operation of God, 
to walk in Newneſs of Life, being quickened to- 
gether with him, and forgiven all Treſpaſſes. 
Coll. ii. 12. Rom. vi. 

This is the Faith that overcomes the World; 
this is the Faith that gets the Victory; this is the 
Faith that brings us off more than Conquerors; 
this delivers them from Fear of Death, that bes 
fore were. all their Life-time ſubject to Bondage. 

The Soul then goes on from Strength to 
Strength, being crucified with Chriſt as to out- 
ward Sin; until it is able to ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Eph. vi. 12. That now, we wreſtle not againſt 
Flaſb and Blood only, but againſt Principalitics, 
againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Dark- 
neſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in 
high Places, Outward vin 1s ſubdued ; but now 
commences a ſharper Conflict, that fiery Tryal, 
or that Heavineſs through manifold Temptations 
for the Tryal of Faith. Ihe Man of Sin now 
begins to te revealed and made known to the 
Soul more than ever. The Veil or covering is 
now 
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now taken from off the Heart, Hence the Soul 
begins to ſee and feel the Abominations that be- 
fore lay hid there, that deviliſh Nature and Tem- 
per, that Hatred, that Enmity of the carnal Mind, 
that Plague of the Heart, that Burden of fallen 
Nature. Perhaps it is filled with Horror and 
thick Darkneſs, is under violent Oppreffion of 
ſinking, fainting, having no Might, and being 
ready to fink under the Burden it feels; together 
with thouſands of tormenting Doubts, and un- 
believing Thoughts, ſtirred up in the Soul by the 
Enemy, who comes with his fiery Darts, cauſing 
the Soul to fear by Times that it ſhall not hold 
out. And hence the Soul being frighted at itſelf, 
ſeeing and feeling its own miſerable Nature, void 
of the Image of God, is made indeed to groan 
and cry out for a new Creation. A Soul may be 
in this fore Conflict or Warfare longer or ſhorter 
Time, as the Lord may think fit. Until the Spi- 
rit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus comes and makes it free 
from this Body of Sin and Deaih, by overcoming 
the Man of Sin, and fubduing the Powers of 
Darkneſs and ſpiritual Wiekedneſs. And after 
the Lord has by his Spirit, as a Spirit of burning 
and of Judgment, humbled the Soul, and made 
it feel its own Emptineſs, Nothingneſs, and Weak- 
neſs; and has purged, and cleanſed, and made it 
wholly reſigned to his Will, and a fit Habitation 
for his Spirit; then will he come according to his 
Promiſe, binding up the broken Heart, bringing 
Liberty to the Captive, and proclaim the accept- 
able Year of the Lord ; then will he fill the hun- 
gry and thirſty with himſelf ; then will he give 

is indwelling Spirit, that ſhall be in us, that pro- 
miſed Comforter that ſhall abide with us for ever. 
We having then, and * till then, received the 


End 
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End of our Faith, the Salvation of our Souls. 
This I really believe from Scripture and Expe- 
rience to be the Privilege, the Mark, the Prize, 
the High Calling, whereunto every Believer is 
called. And when the Lord doth thus ſave his 


People, according to his Promiſe, by walking in 


them and dwelling in them, and piving them his 
indwelling Spirit, to make its Abode with them 
for ever. What Buſineſs has the Devil there 


then, with his Pride, and Paſſion, and Worldly- 
mindedneſs? His Kingdom is then deſtroyed, and 


the Kingdom of Chriſt ſet up in the Heart, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy. Would it not be 
ſhocking and dreadful to a Soul in this Condition, 
if that were true which many Miniſters and others 
are daily aſſerting, that there is no ſuch Thin 
as being delivered from Heart-ſin while in Life 
And that we ſhall cry out, O wretched Man, as 
long as we live ? Surely ſuch Perſons have never 
felt the Smart of the Wounds that the Sin of our 
Nature produceth, when the Veil or Covering is 
tore away, and the poor trembling naked Soul left 
to feel the dreadful Effects of fallen Nature, as 
grappling in the Chambers of Death, ſtumbling 
on the dark Mountains, in Horror of Darkneſs, 
feeling itſelf miſerable and ready to periſh, ſull of 
Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores ; and 
from thence made in earneſt to cry out, O reich- 
ed Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me ! Had 
they ever felt their own Souls thus wounded, cer- 
tainly they would have been able to give better 
Tidings of a Cure. May the Lord grant that 
more of this Rottenneſs may enter into our 
Bones, ſo we may find true Reſt in the Day of 
the Lord. 

Not 
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Not that I believe every Soul muſt come under 
the ſame Exerciſe, either with reſpect to Time, 
Manner, or Degree: For ſome may have the 
greateſt Tryal antecedent to juſtifying Grace, 
and ſome after; yet I believe all will be made to 
taſte of this Cup, before they are made meet for 
Glory, | 


I have not but once mentioned the Word Per- 


fection, rather ſaying the ſame Thing in other 


Words, as Goſpel-holineſs, or Sanctification, 
which is all that any whom I know ever meant 
by it. But Profeſſors have drawn a frightful 
Picture of it in their own Minds; and then fix- 
ing it upon others, have abuſed them and whip- 
ped them about in the Dreſs which they them- 
ſelves have put upon them. 

As to abſolute Perfection, I know not of an 
that pretend to that. For it is ee e 
that a thouſand Imperfections may and will ariſe 
from the Weakneſs of human Nature, which 
will not be done away till Death. But let none 


make that ſad Miſtake, to range the Corruption, 
and Filthineſs, and Wickedneſs of human Na- 


ture with them, ſuch as Pride, Paſſion, Malice, 
Hatred, Want of Love to God and Mankind, 
and ſo believe they can never be ſaved from theſe. 
For every Soul that is made Perfect in Love, is 
entirely freed from theſe. For all theſe old Things 
are done away from the Soul that is created a- new 
in Chriſt, and the contrary Fruits of the Spirit are 
planted in their Room; therefore every Believer 
may with Confidence expect be ſaved from 
theſe, becauſe for this Purpoſe the Son or Sad 
was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy theſe 


Works of the Devil; that as he was, ſo we might 
be in this World, 


B 2 I muſt 
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'T muſt confeſs I have been often puzzled to un- $1 
derſtand the Meaning and Drift of our Miniſters 15 
Prayers and Exhortations, about preſſing towards 
the Mark, and going on to Perfection. At the 1 
ſame Time they tell us, that we muſt never ex- 
pect to come at the Mark. This is not coming 
to any Point, but leaves the Soul for ever at a 
Loſs how far it muſt go. It is like a General's 
commanding his Soldiers to fight on towards tak- 
ing ſuch a Gity ; and at the fame Time telling | 
them they muſt never expect to take it. Muſt | 
not _ make them very indifferent about fighting | 
at all "= Y 
1 Here we are daily praying that we may love 
1 God with all our Hearts, and be holy and ſancti- . 
fied, and made meet for Glory; and yet, when 
any Perſon is found to be in earneſt about being 
thus made meet, and is pleading to be rooted and * 
grounded in Love, and filled with God, (which 
is all that the Methodiſts ever meant by Perfec- 
{ tion) then we ſhall hear Profeſſors (as I have of- | 
ten done) cry out for the Lord to deliver them 1 
from ſuch Doctrine! Now how doth this Look ? 
Surely it is downright Confuſion and Contradic- 
| tion. 
| It is ſaid of the Children of Lu- in the Wil- 
derneſs, they provok=9 ine Lord to ſwear in his | 
ö 
| 


Wrath, they ſhould not enter into his Reſt, 80 
| we ſee that they could not enter in becauſe of 
| Unbelief. Let us therefore Sar left a Promiſe 
| being left us of enter into his Reſt, any of us 0 
| ih ould ſeem ww come ſhort of it, Heb. iii. 19. and 
ww. 1. To poſſeſs the Land was then the Mark 
of their Calling; but the People would not be- 
| lieve it poſſible. And if Fo/ua their Captain and 
q and Leader's Faith had tailed, and he had told 


. them 


. 

them that they muſt never expect any ſuch Thing, 
then it would have been no Wonder at all, if 
none of them had ever poſſeſſed it. Now are 
not Profeſſors in general ſitting down ſhort of the 
Mark of our High Calling? Which is no leſs 
than being fully ſanctified and created a- new in 
Chriſt. And our Leaders and Teachers do con- 
firm us therein, by telling us we muſt never ex- 
pect o come at it while we live. Therefore it is 
no Wonder we fall ſnort. Vet notwithſtanding all 
this, the Promiſes ſtand ſure to them that truly ſeek 
and that are weary and heavy laden. 

I am afraid the moſt Part of profeſſing Chriſtians 
have been ſubje& to reſt on former Convictions, 
having been under ſome Awakenings and Draw- 
ings of the Father, ſo as to break off from out- 
ward Sins. And this is very good fo far; but then 
they reſted here without having Pardon made 
| known to their Souls, and feeling affuredly that 
they are accepted in the Beloved. And fo they 
remained ſtill in the Spirit of the World, unre- 
newed, unſanctified; as feeling Pride, Anger, 
Love of the World, Want of Love to God and 
Mankind, being fond of that Notion of not fall- 
ing from Grace, and ſtill to confirm that Notion 
are deceiving themſelves with theſe encouraging 
Words : Being confident of this very Thing, that 
he which hath begun a good Work in you, will per- 
form it until the Day of Feſus Chri/t, Phil. i. 6. 
But let ſuch remember that thoſe Words were 
given to encourage poor trembling Souls in the 
midſt of the ſpiritual Welfare, that were work- 
ing out their Salvation with Fear and Trembling; 
and doubting and fearing leſt they ſhould not hold 
out to the End, groaning under the Bondage of 


Corruption, and earneſtly waiting to be delivered 
B 3 | there- 
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therefrom, and brought into the Liberty of the 
Sons of God; and not for a Shelter to them that 
are ſettled on their Lees ſhort of it. For they 
are not the bruiſed Reeds, nor ſmoking Flax, un- 
to whom Victory is promiſed: For ſuch, have no 
more Reaſon to expect any Share or Intereſt in 
theſe Words, than the downright Reprobate.— 
But while they have not Faith in the Promiſe of 


full Redemption (together with making too free 


with the Doctrine of imputed Righteouſneſs) it 
is no Wonder they ſettle. But then this is a dan- 
gerous Condition, Exel. xvili. 24. Gall. iii. 3. 

Tho'ꝰ they may at Times have ſome Deſires af- 
ter further Growth, yet that Deſire terminates 
ſhort of the Thing defired ; ſo that they run as 
in a Circle without getting Ground, till at length 
they coine to perſuade themſelves that there is no 
ſuch Thing as being ſaved from theſe Sins while 
they live. 

This, they ſay, is contrary to the Experience 
of the Generation of the Righteous: For, ſay 
they, the beſt of God's Children do and will 
commit Sin ſometimes. But I would aſk, who 
are the Generation of the Righteous? Do you 


mean thoſe that were awakened to a Senſe of 


their loſt Condition, and afterwards enabled to lay 
hold on Chriſt by Faith, and to have for a Time 
Peace and Joy in believing ? T hoſe that then be- 
gan to be ſanctified, but reſted there, altho” en- 


compaſſed with Enemies, as Love to the World, 


or the Fear of Man, ftill having Dominion over 
them, by which they were frequently overcome, 
and led Captive, and held in Bondage, and their 
Souls {till holding a Love and Liking to that Bon- 
dage, it was very eaſy to perſuade themſelves, and 
to be perſuaded by others, that there was no fuch 

Thing 
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Thing as being delivered from theſe Enemies un- 
til Death? Thus far, without Doubt, the Chit- 
dren of Iſrael that died in the Wilderneſs, were 
the Generation of the Righteous, although they 


fell ſhort of the promiſed Reſt through Unbelief. 


So that if you mean the Generation that were 
thus far righteous, it is readily granted Sanctifi- 
cation doth exceed the Experience of fuch. 

But what then ? What is this to the Purpoſe ? 
It is not beyond the Experience of thoſe righte- 
ous Men of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanttified, but ye 
are juſiified in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God. Nor yet of thoſe that 
were redeemed from all Iniquity, and purified unto 
Chrift a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 
Tit. ii. 14. Being compleat in Chriſt not only 
by imputed Righteouſneſs, but compleat in Chriſt 
new Creatures, having received the End of Chriſt's 
Miniftry, the End of their Faith, even the Salua- 
tion of their Souls, 1 Pet. i. . 

y dear Friend, my Soul's Deſire is that we 
ſhould get out of this Wilderneſs-State into the 
promiſed Reſt; but I fear our unbelieving Hearts 
will reply, that we ſhall never be able to over- 
come inbred Sin. And fo ſaid the Children of I/ 
rael, that they ſhould never be able to poſſeſs the 
Land; for there were Giants, and the Sons of 
Anak were there. Believing rather the Report 
of the falſe Spies, than the Promiſe of God ; for 
which Unbelief their Carcaſes fell in the Wilder- 
neis. It is allowed that Man of himfelf can never 
be able; but is not our ſpiritual Zo/bua both willing 
and able to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe us 
from all Unrighteonſneſs. "Therefore awake, a- 
wake, put on the Strength of the Lord, O Zion; 
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ſhake thyſelf from the Duſt. Ariſe, looſe thyſelf 
from the Bands of thy Neck, O Captive Daugh- 
ter of Zion, leſt the Lord leave us to our Unbe- 


lief, and give the promiſed Bleſſing to the Gene- 


ration to come. 

But to conclude this Point: My Friend, ſatis- 
fied I am, the Word of God doth promiſe to all 
that truely believe in Chriſt, a more glorious De- 
liverance than Profeſſors in common do experi- 
ence, or ſo much as believe. I likewiſe doubt 
not, but that all that I have mentioned may be 
enjoyed without either Self-righteouſneſs, or Pre- 
ſumption, or Enthuſiaſm, or Madneſs, or Blaſ- 
phemy, or any of thoſe abominable Things that 
are charged upon it; ſeeing it is all conſiſtent 
with the pure Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Therefore, my dear Friend, J fay again it is 
Time to look out; and for the Lord's Sake let 
us view the Caſe well. Why cannot we ſee the 
Methodiſt in the ſame poor, deſpiſed, perſecuted 
Condition, we were in ſome Years ago? Surely 
it is a bad Sign that we can join with the World, 


in deſpiſing, and ſaying manner of Evil of 


them. Surely we do not conſider what we are 
about. Here we ſet a- part monthly Days, to 
pray for the Revival of Religion, and to lament 
the Increaſe of Error, and to confeſs the Pride, 
Carnality and Worldly-mindedneſs of Profeſſors; 
and becauſe this reviving Work is not directly 
carried on among ourſelves, therefore we ſeem to 
be afraid to open our Eyes to ſee it; therefore we 
will not look abroad in the World to ſee what 
the Lord is about. 

Any Perſon that is earneſtly deſirous of being 
informed, may eaſily be convinced, that thoſe 
three or four deſpiſed Men have been, and ſtill 
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are Inſtruments in the Hand of God, of doing 
more Service to the Cauſe of Chriſt, than all the 
Miniſters in Town beſides. Yea, put them alto- 
gether, for the Time; for it is evidently known 
that there are many hundreds that never troubled 
themſelves about Salvation before hearing of 
them, who ſince have not only been awakened 
and under Convictions (which ſome affirmed to 
be all the Good they have done) but have broke 
off from Sin by Repentance, and have received a 
Senſe of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, and have Peace 
and Joy in believing, and feel the Love of God 
ſhed abroad in their Hearts. But tho* the Lord 
is anſwering our Prayers ; yet, becauſe it is in his 
own Way that he is carrying on his Work, we 
are not willing to own it. 

We ſhould do well to take heed, left by our 
ſelfiſh Expectation, and our turning our Eyes and 
Hearts from the Lord's Work, we provoke the 
Glory of the Lord to depart from us; for it 
ſeems to be already on the Threſhold. But are 
we not without Excuſec? Who ſhall limit the 
Holy One of 1/razi, who will ſend by whom he 
will ſend ; and will carry on his Work where, 
how, and by whom he pleaſes. And if our Spi- 
rits were right, we ſhould rejoice both in the 
Work and in the Inſtruments, and thank God 
for them, and join with them to aſſiſt them, and 
ſtrengthen them in the Lord's Work, let them 
be of what Se& or Denomination ſoever. And 
although they may not be exactly of the ſame 
Way of thinking with us, with reſpect to ſome 
doctrinal Points, as Election, Predeſtination, par- 
ticular Redemption, &c. (to believe which 1s not 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation) yet if they are 
ſound and clear in thoſe that are of abſolute Ne- 

ceſſity 


e 
cefſity, ſuch as the New Birth, and Salvation by 
F * ſurely we ſhould bear with them in the 
reſt. 

For as the Lord is owning and bleſſing their 
Miniſtry in theſe Doctrines, to the awakening 
and converting of Sinners to himſelf, and build- 


ing them up in the Ways of Holineſs, it is our 


Duty to own and love them. And may the Lord 
fend down more of that Catholic Spirit among us, 
whereby we may be able to like and to love all 
them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Since- 
rity. 

And now I commend you to God, and his 
Grace ; and that we may all, before we go hence, 
be ſo built up, as to know for ourſelves, and feel 
and actually poſſeſs that Inheritance which they 
do that are ſanctified, is the earneſt Deſire of 


Your ſincere Friend, 
and Brother in Geſpel- Bands, 
77 


